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Dear Six: -0

Re: Docket No. FV03-925-1PR

Our Association services the Coachella Valley, the location where the first table grapes
are harvested in the U.S. Qur Association provides financial services for growers. These
financial services involve loans and currency transfers for the international trade.

We have watched over the years how the table grape acreage and growers have decreased
while import competition increased. In discussing the grape import problem with the
grape growers, | have learned that the Coachella growers are not concemed with
competing against quality grapes but the major concern is competing with poor quality

grapes. As the Chilean poor quality grapes increase during the Coachella marketing
period, the poor quality Chilean grapes drive the price lower and lower.

My Association supports the moving of the mandatory inspection date from April 20 to
April 1*in order that more of the Chilean grapes are inspected. Unless the USDA
approves the proposed rule, we are concerned the Coachella acreage and growers will
decrease, thereby disrupting the economy of the Coachella Valley.
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